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China Gallery Resources 
The articles and websites below relate to many of the artifacts on display in the China 
Gallery of the Penn Museum.  

Artifact Background 

 

Buddhist 
Cave 
Temples 

An article on the history of 
Buddhism through the 
Chinese dynasties and a 
description of a set of 
sacred temples carved into 
the cliff face at Yun Kang. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/the-fifth-century-a-d-buddhist-
cave-temples-at-yun-kang-north-
china/ 

 

Han 
Tomb 
Models 

An article about Han 
Dynasty burials. The artifacts 
inside not only reflected the 
wealth and status of the 
dead, but also give a good 
representation of ancient 
Chinese architectural 
capabilities. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/a-masterpiece-in-clay/ 

 

Jade 

An article on the 
significance of jade and its 
various uses in Chinese 
culture throughout history. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/chinese-jades/ 

 

Taizong 
Horses 

An article about two of the 
stone reliefs of the Taizong 
Horses. Each one 
commemorates a key 
military victory that allowed 
Li Shimin, later named 
Taizong, to become 
Emperor of China. 

http://www.penn.museum/blog/colle
ction/125th-anniversary-object-of-
the-day/taizong-horses-object-of-the-
day-100/ 
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The Silk Road 

 

The Silk 
Road 

An article on the discoveries 
and known history of the Silk 
Road trade routes that goes 
beyond the Chinese 
dynasties with which they 
are most closely associated 
with. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/the-silk-roads-in-history/ 

 

Timeline 
of the 
Silk Road 

A timeline showing the 
various cultures and 
historically notable travelers 
on the Silk Road. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/the-silk-road-chronology-of-
selected-travelers/ 

 

Silk Road 
Textiles 

An article on the textile 
commodities traded along 
the Silk Road, including silk 
products, but also other 
textile goods. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/textiles-from-the-silk-road/ 

 

Writing 

 

Chinese 
Ink 

An article on the history and 
composition of Chinese ink 
used by artists, officials, and 
commoners alike for 
centuries. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/chinese-ink/ 

 

Chinese 
Writing 

An extensive article on the 
development of the 
Chinese writing system over 
two millennia. 

http://www.penn.museum/sites/expe
dition/chinese-writing/ 

 

Interactives 

 

The Silk 
Road 

A website including an 
interactive timeline, maps, 
music, and artifacts from 
the Silk Road, and a 
mercantile game where the 
player trades while traveling 
along the Silk Road. 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/spice
/SilkRoad/SilkRoad.swf 
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